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Internal Transformations of Nutrients in Soil

Soil organic matter and inorganic minerals are the foundation of nutrient availability because they release
and refain nutrients through internal transformations in soil (Figure 2). Nutrients are released and retained by
six processes: mineralization, immobilization, precipitation, dissolution, adsorption and desorption.
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Figure 7 | Nitrogen can be transported to groundwater and surface water along surface and
subsurface pathways (Adapied from Sharpley 2007).
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Figessw2- Nitropen contained in the harvested portion and residue of good yields of
some major agricultural soils. Adapted from Olson and Kurlz,'¢



