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Soil Order  Formative Terms Pronunciation
Alfisols Alf, Meaningless syllable Pedalfer
Andisols Modified from ando Ando
Aridisols Latin, aridies, dry Arid
Entisols Ent, meaningless Recent
Gelisols Latin gelare, to freeze Jell
Histosols Greek, histos, tissue Histology
Inceptisols  Latin, incepum, beginning  Inception
Mollisols Latin, mollis, soft Mollify
Oxisols French oxide Oxide
Spodosols  Greek spodos, wood ash Odd
Ultisols Latin ultimus, last Ultimate
Vertisols Latin verto, turn Invert
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Ferrmmaative Feorrmative Forrmative
elermern Caormiodalbor element Camdrpo il o clermern Corprioderirors
acr Extreme weathering fol Mass of leaves petr Cemented horizon
agr Agric horizon fragi Fragipan plac Thin pan
al High aluminum, low iron  fragloss Combination of fragl and gloss  plagg Plaggen horizon
albh Albic horizon fulv Light-colored melanic horizon  plinth Plinthite
and Ando-like EVPS Gypsic horizon psamim Sand texture
anhy Anhydrous loss Tongued quartz High quartz
agqu Water saturated hal salty rhiod Dark red colors
argl Argillic horlzon hapl Minimum horizon sal Salic horizon
cale, calcl Calcle horlzon hiem Intermediate dex -:|I'|'||'|-c|\i1:|l.||'| sapr Most 1|-|'-:'|.||!|'||'|i wed
camb Cambic horizon hist Presence of organic materials somb Dark horizon
chrom High chroma hum Humus sphagn Sphagnum moss
cry Cobd hvdr Water sulf Suliuric
dur Duripan kand Low-activity 1:1 silicate clay torr Usually dry and hot
dystr, dys  Low base saturation lithic MNear stone il Humid climates
endo I|,|||:|. water saturated luw, Iu Muvial umbr Umbric epipedon
epi Perched water table melan Melanic epipedon ust Dy climate, usually hot in summer
culr High base saturation molli With a mollic epipedon verm Wormy, or mixed by animals
ferr Iron natr Presence of a natric horizon vitr Gilass
fibr Least decomposed pale Old development XeT Dy summers, moist winters
fluv Floodplain
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Terms Meaning

Aquic Water saturated for at least enough time (several days) so that
reducing condition exist

Aridic or Dry more than half the time when not frozen and never moist more

Torric than 90 consecutive days when soil temperatures are above 82
C at 50 cm depth

Perudic In most years precipitation exceeds evapotranspiration every
month of the year

Udic In most years, these soils are not dry as long as 90 cumulative days

Ustic In most years, these soils are dry for more than 90 cumulative days

but less than 180 days

Xeric Only in the non-iso temperature areas with dry summers and moist
winters
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The different of soil The different of soil
Average Temperature (year)
temperatures ( Summer and temperatures ( Summer and
Winter) = 6 °C Winter) =6 °C
<8 Frigid Isofigid
8-15 Mesic Isomesic
15-22 Thermic Isothemic
=22 Hyoerthermic Isohyperthermic
<0 Pergelic -
0 — B (shallow soil) Cryic Isofirgid
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